
SEPTEMBER 201 3

An understanding of the light-sensing organs in biology cre-
ates opportunities for the development of novel optic systems 
that cannot be made available with existing technologies. 
Insects’ eyes are particularly notable for their exceptional 
and interesting optical characteristics, such as wide fields of 
view and infinite depths of field. Also, some insects contain 
nanophotonic structures that provide exceptional optical 
behaviors. Here, we introduce recent progress in optical de-
vices and optical imaging systems with designs inspired by 
insects’ eyes.
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